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Name Change & Date of Effect

The previous Surveyor-General’s Practice Directives 

are now titled:

Victorian Cadastral Surveys Practice Directives

and came into effect on 27 July 2018.

Licensed Surveyors and PTA Candidates were all 

advised by the SRBV secretariat.

Available at:
www.propertyandlandtitles.vic.gov.au/surveying > Advice and guidelines

http://www.propertyandlandtitles.vic.gov.au/surveying
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New Style

Examples and templates were removed from the 2014 

directives to permit minor changes whilst avoiding the 

publishing of new editions.

It is recommended surveyors use the links rather than 

download examples.  This will ensure the examples are 

always up to date.

Advice will be provided to licensed surveyors and PTA 

candidates of amendments, alterations and additions 

to the linked items.
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New Webpage



5

Links, Examples and Templates
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Using links ‘inside’ the VCSPD

Best results in the VCSPD “.docx” file

To link hold down the “Ctrl” button and right mouse 

click

➢ You will be directed to the relevant webpage

➢ Generally, the VCSPD webpage with all the 

examples and templates
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Revision History?

No revision history yet.

This page will be populated in future editions.
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What’s new or different – a summary

1.1 SGV contact

2.2 Transition to MGA2020

Clarification of 500m for SCN connection

2.3.1 Submission of GNSS data to SGV

2.3.2 GNSS techniques (RTK and Static) removed

2.3.3 Recommended observation times for GNSS

2.3.5 Ground distance for GNSS SCN connection

200m GNSS baseline removed

2.5.2 Relevance of SCN connection to DCM

2.6.2 PMs and PCMs listed on all survey documents

2.7 Clear indication of MGA2020 or MGA94

3 Line marks no more than 200m

Reasons for non-marking in LS report
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What’s new or different – a summary (cont.)

4 RE Plans lodged through SPEAR

Differences between title and survey to be noted

No qualifiers or disclaimers

New example

5.1 Licensed Surveyor’s Report title

New template

5.4 EDM calibration directives now included in the LS report section

Non-traditional (eg. GNSS) survey techniques

5.5 Crown / Special descriptions

6.1.2 New ‘currency’ amendments notation (SPEAR friendly)  

Survey >5yrs must have new abstract 

6.3 New ‘traditional’ abstract example

New ‘alternative’ non-traditional abstract example

Supplementary abstract example 

8 10” precision for bearings on all lengths >30m
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SGV Contact

Mr Eddie Cichocki

Manager, Cadastral Infrastructure and Standards

Level 11, 2 Lonsdale Street Melbourne, VIC 3000 

Phone: (03) 9194 0282 

Email: surveyor.general@delwp.vic.gov.au

Previously the Deputy Surveyor-General

with direct phone line and email.

Now general office phone and email

mailto:surveyor.general@delwp.vic.gov.au
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MGA2020

2.2  Specific requirements for connection to the

Survey Control Network

Regulation 11 of the Surveying (Cadastral Surveys) Regulations 2015 

requires … bring the survey onto MGA94 …
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MGA2020

2.2  MGA2020 preferred Must state the ZONE
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MGA2020 – Zones and Parishes

MGA2020 Survey Practice Handbook Victoria

Part 2 – Survey Procedures

Fig. 7.3
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Connection to MGA

2.2 Greater than 500m radius from the survey site 
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Connection to MGA

2.2 500m radius from the extremities of the survey
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GNSS Data Logging for SGV and SCN

Factsheet Booking sheet
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MGA by GNSS 

2.3.3 Survey Control for MGA bearing datum

➢ 2 independent observations at each control 
point (RTK at least 1 min. duration and 
20 min. apart) 

➢ Horizontal difference less than 0.05m between 
the two observations

Minimum 200m baseline removed

Key requirement 20” accuracy

2.3.4 Agreement with SCN mark better 0·10m (horiz.)

Verifies correct setup of equipment, e.g. geoid 
model, transformations
If variation >0.10m

➢ connect to another SCN mark

➢ advise Geodesy SGV 

➢ encourage data logging for Geodesy analysis

2.3.5 GNSS connection to SCN marks must be

shown as GROUND distances on abstract
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PMs and PCMs
2.5.1 New or unregistered PMs to be registered in SMES

A PM sketch must be prepared

2.6.1 Many marks noted and numbered as PCMs are not suitable
➢ Drill holes to be at least 10mm deep with wings

➢ Etches not less than 3mm deep and with 50mm wings

➢ Steel posts, pipes and rods 600mm long

➢ No marks in bitumen 

2.5.2 Every PM and PCM connected to MUST be 
& listed on all survey documents

2.6.2 (abstract, RE Plan & licensed surveyor’s report)

Example only
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MGA94 or MGA2020

2.7 All survey documents must ensure the full

projection name, e.g. MGA2020,

and zone, e.g. 54, are shown.
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Marking of Lot Boundaries

3 (a) Direct marking of corners where practical.

Line pegs no greater than 200m apart.  

Surveyors to use their professional judgement in 

determining inter-visibility and distance between 

pegs.
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Marking of Lot Boundaries

3 (a) Direct marking of corners where practical.

Line pegs no greater than 200m apart.  

Surveyors to use their professional judgement in 

determining inter-visibility and distance between 

pegs.

(b) Offset and boundary line extension marks to be 

used to mark boundaries where it is impractical or 

inappropriate to mark the actual corner.
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Marking of Lot Boundaries

3 (a) Direct marking of corners where practical.

Line pegs no greater than 200m apart.  

Surveyors to use their professional judgement in 

determining inter-visibility and distance between 

pegs.

(b) Offset and boundary line extension marks to be 

used to mark boundaries where it is impractical or 

inappropriate to mark the actual corner.

(c) If a boundary is “Not Marked” the licensed 

surveyor’s report must include details of why not. 
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RE Plans

4 Where surveyed dimensions differ to title, both

to be shown
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RE Plans cont.

4 No Qualifiers or Disclaimers
This practice has generally ceased in the past few years but all are reminded that they 
are not to be used.

This was similarly reinforced by the SRBV in early April 2018 (via ISV, CSV and SSSI) in 
the context of plans of surveys not submitted for registration.

Disclaimers such as that below are unacceptable.

“This plan is of an identification / re-mark survey only and as such is not registered by 
the Registrar of Titles.  Subsequent registered or other surveys in this area may affect 
the boundary definition shown on the plan.  Any differences so caused to the boundary 
definition shown on this plan are beyond the control of XYZ Surveyors Pty Ltd who 
accept no responsibility for such differences.”

Regulation 16, Surveying (Cadastral Surveys) Regulations 2015 clearly states that an 
RE Plan must be lodged within 60 days and the certification (SPEAR) accords with 
Schedule 2 of the regulations.
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5  Licensed Surveyor’s Report

The licensed surveyor’s report template is available at the 

front page of the VCSPD webpage
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Licensed Surveyor’s Report cont.

The template generally 

details the headings 

required to be covered.

Under each heading a 

brief description of the 

content is provided.

Other headings and/or 

sub-headings may be 

added as appropriate.
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Licensed Surveyor’s Report cont.

5.3 SPEAR Technical Note 4 is to be adhered to in 

regard the layout of the licensed surveyor’s report.
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Licensed Surveyor’s Report cont.

5.4 NON-TRADITIONAL SURVEYING EQUIPMENT AND 

TECHNIQUES

➢ Accommodates current and emerging technologies

➢ Equipment types and models

➢ Capturing field data

➢ Validating and checking field measurements

➢ Processing and analysis of data (software)

➢ Portraying different methodologies on the abstract and 

how these are integrated

➢ Full details to be provided in LS report
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Licensed Surveyor’s Report cont.

5.5 SPECIAL CROWN DESCRIPTIONS
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Abstract of Field Records

6.1.2 Currency conditions for abstract

➢ Date of survey to be less than 2 years prior to lodgement

➢ ‘Life’ of survey extended to 5 years if ‘currency conditions’ 
attested to and addressed in LS report

➢ If minor changes and abstract edited

include amendments notation:

e.g. some marks noted as gone

➢ If significant changes and can’t attest to ‘currency 
conditions’, full amendment of abstract required and 
discussion in LS report

➢ If survey >5 years old, re-survey and new abstract

AMENDMENTS 

This abstract of field records correctly represents the occupation 

and features existing on [insert date], and the survey has been 

brought up to date. 
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Abstract of Field Records – ‘Traditional’ example
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Abstract of Field Records – ‘Alternative’ example
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Abstract of Field Records – Supplementary example
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7  EDM Calibration

Must be:

➢ no more than every 12 months 

➢ valid for the date(s) and entirety of the survey

e.g.

• Date of Survey – May 2017

• EDM calibration in LS report – Jun 2018

➢ need details immediately preceding May 2017
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8 Precision of dimensions
 

Measurement Unit/s to be used Precision 

Length   

Less than 500 metres Metre Correct to the nearest 0.01 metre, except where 

circumstances require greater precision, then 

correct to the nearest 0.005 metre. 

500 metres and up to 5000 metres Metre Correct to the nearest 0.01 metre 

 

Over 5000 metres Metre Correct to the nearest 0.1 metre 

Bearings of Lengths   

Less than 30 metres Degrees (°) and 

minutes (‘) of arc 

Correct to the nearest minute of arc 

Over 30 metres  Degrees, minutes and 

seconds (“) of arc 

Correct to the nearest 10 seconds of arc 

Area   

Less than 100 square metres Square metre Correct to the nearest 0.1 square metre 

100 square metres and less than 1 ha Square metre Correct to the nearest square metre 

1 hectare and up to 10000 hectares Hectare Correct to four significant figures  

(e.g. 1.234 ha) 

Over 10000 hectares Square kilometre Correct to four significant figures  

(e.g. 1.234 km²) 
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Victorian Cadastral Surveys Practice Directives

QUESTIONS?

COMMENTS?


