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Agenda – Geographic names

General Principles and Statutory Requirements
- Review of Principle C Linking name to place
- Review of Principle D Duplication
- Review of Principle H Commemorative Naming

Statutory Requirements for roads, features and 
localities

Consultation, Objections and Appeals
- Appropriate consultation
- Forms of consultation
- How to deal with Objections
- Process around Appeals

In-Principle Support
- How it works

VES
- New Naming work flows overview
- Error in VICNAMES

VICNAMES

Aboriginal Naming

- road shows

- key points

Naming via plans of Subdivision

- Process

- Naming of R1s and Easements

Complex addressing

Naming features

Waterways
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Introductions

Name

Where are you from & role

What are you working on now, naming wise.



General Principles and Statutory 
Requirements
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General Principles and Statutory Requirements

- Review of Principle C Linking name to place

- Review of Principle D Duplication

- Review of Principle H Commemorative Naming
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General Principles and Statutory Requirements

- Review of Principle C Linking name to place
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General Principles and Statutory Requirements

- Review of Principle D Duplication

• metropolitan urban areas, within a 5 
kilometre radius (metropolitan Melbourne 
and Geelong, city centres and surrounding 
suburbs)

• regional urban areas, within a 15 kilometre 
radius (a regional urban area consists of a 
town centre and its surrounding suburbs)

• rural or remote areas, within a 30 
kilometre radius (a rural or remote area is 
an area located outside of towns).
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General Principles and Statutory Requirements

- Review of Principle D Duplication - continued
� Examples of duplicate name scenarios and solutions are available in 

Section 2.1.

•Grocery Lane

•Produce Lane

•Pineapple Lane.
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General Principles and Statutory Requirements

- Review of Principle D Duplication - continued
� Examples and scenarios of names not considered duplicates are 

available in Section 2.2.
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Duplicate road example
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General Principles and Statutory Requirements

- Review of Principle H Commemorative Naming



Statutory Requirements for roads, 
features and localities
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Statutory Requirements for roads, features and localities

Naming authorities must 
ensure that a naming 
proposal conforms to all 
relevant principles 
outlined in Section 2, as 
well as the relevant 
requirements outlined in 
Sections 3, 4 and 5.

3.2.1 Rural and urban addressing

3.2.2 Extent: road course, start and end points

3.2.3 Road types

3.2.4 Unacceptable road names

3.2.5 Obstructed or altered roads

4.2.1 Feature type

4.2.2 Waterways

4.2.3 Locational names

4.2.4 Base names

5.2.1 Boundaries

5.2.2 Estate and subdivision names

5.2.3 Promoting a new estate

5.2.4 Size

5.2.5 Hyphens

5.2.6 Local government area boundary review

5.2.7 Locality names unique within Australia
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Statutory requirements for roads

3.2.2 Extent
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Unacceptable road names
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Statutory Requirements for roads, features and localities

Naming authorities must 
ensure that a naming 
proposal conforms to all 
relevant principles 
outlined in Section 2, as 
well as the relevant 
requirements outlined in 
Sections 3, 4 and 5.

3.2.1 Rural and urban addressing

3.2.2 Extent: road course, start and end points

3.2.3 Road types

3.2.4 Unacceptable road names

3.2.5 Obstructed or altered roads

4.2.1 Feature type

4.2.2 Waterways

4.2.3 Locational names

4.2.4 Base names

5.2.1 Boundaries

5.2.2 Estate and subdivision names

5.2.3 Promoting a new estate

5.2.4 Size

5.2.5 Hyphens

5.2.6 Local government area boundary review

5.2.7 Locality names unique within Australia
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Statutory requirements for localities

5.2.1 Boundaries

Locality boundaries must align 
with the cadastral fabric, road 
centre lines or easily 
distinguishable topographical 
features such as waterways or 
ridgelines



Consultation, Objections and Appeals
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Consultation, 

Minimum requirements
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Consultation

Forms of consultation

• Notices in newspapers

• Letters to immediate and or 

extended community

• Surveys

• Voting Poll

• Internet sites and social media

• Public meetings

Consultation process

7.2.1

•Prepare a proposal for naming or renaming a road, feature or 
locality.

7.2.2
•Develop a consultation strategy, including timelines.

7.2.3
•Determine who will be consulted.

7.2.4

•Build awareness of the proposal in the community and invite 
feedback.

7.2.5
•Compile and analyse feedback from the community.

7.2.6
•Inform the community of the naming authority's decision.
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Objections

How to deal with Objections
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Consultation, Objections and Appeals

Process around Appeals

1
• Proposal received by OGN.

2

• If objections received OGN waits 30 days for any appeals

• OGN audits proposal.

3

• Registrar deems the proposal does not conform to the naming rules and is sent back 
to the naming authority.

• Registrar deems proposal is of greater than local significance and sends to GPNAP 
Committee for advice.

4
• Registrar deems proposal conforms to naming rules.

5
• OGN gazettes the name in the Victoria Government Gazette and adds to VICNAMES.

6
• OGN notifies relevant stakeholders including the naming authority.



In-Principle Support
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VES
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OGN Naming Workflows

– All official naming CRs by ‘Naming Authorities’

– LGAs, CMAs, Vicroads, DELWP, Parks Victoria, 

Melbourne Water
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OGN Naming Workflows

– 2 steps

» Authority ‘Submits’

» then ‘Refers to OGN’

– 4 questions from OGN to answer

– All others e.g. ‘Error in Vicmap Road Name’



28

VES

- Future for OGN VES

� Automation for gazette notices

� In-principle support

� Errors in VICNAMES



VICNAMES

https://maps.land.vic.gov.au/lassi/VicnamesUI.jsp
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VICNAMES

- Future for VICNAMES

� Duplication search improvements

� Radial search – we can update

� Terminology

� Review CRs



Aboriginal naming
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• Roads, features and localities

• Features

– Feature type

– Waterways

General Principles & Statutory requirements
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• Recording the Aboriginal name as ‘Registered’ (see 
Section 1.7) or ‘Dual’ results in the Aboriginal name 
being recognised as the official name in use for the 
feature. The name will appear on Vicmap standard 
maps for the area.

• Recording the Aboriginal name as ‘Traditional’ or 
‘Historic’ results in the Aboriginal name being 
recognised on Vicmap standard maps; the name can 
be located by researchers and be used on specialised 
maps.

All names, regardless of their status, will be held in 
VICNAMES.

Features with Aboriginal names & Initiating a proposal
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Developing an Aboriginal naming proposal

1
• Identify a road, feature or locality to be named or renamed.

2
• Determine Aboriginal group/s to participate in consultation process.

3

• Request the Traditional Owner group(s) nominate members to participate 
in a consultative group.

4

• Consultative group builds awareness of proposal within the Aboriginal 
community

5
• Feedback to the consultative group from the wider Aboriginal community.

6
• Consultative group endorses name(s). 
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Process for a Traditional Owner group to 

Identify the 
name

Locate other 
names

Verify the name

Contact the 
naming authority 

for the road, 
feature or locality



Naming via plans of Subdivision
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Naming via plans of Subdivision

� Process

� Naming of R1s, Common Property and Easements

� Historical information
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Road name history/origin form

https://www.propertyandlandtitles.vic.gov.au/naming-places-features-and-
roads/naming-rules-for-places-in-victoria
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Naming via plans of Subdivision – Stats / Audits

� Audit process

� Stats



40

Naming Common property / Driveways

There is no need to name these sites as they are adequately addressed.
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Naming Common property / Driveways
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Naming Common property / Driveways
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Naming Common property / Driveways
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Common property



Complex site addressing
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Examples
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Inconsistent Complex Site Representations

Addressed to the main road

• Addresses located at property location

• Property polygons shown

• Internal roads not named

• Complex Name not in Address

Complex Entrance

Dispatched Location

Incident Location
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Inconsistent Complex Site Representations

Addressed to the main road
• Addresses located at property 

location

• No Property polygons shown but 
230 properties are stacked

• Internal roads are named but not 
used

• Complex Name in the address

FIDDLERS GREEN RETIREMENT VILLAGE

Complex Entrance

Dispatched Location

Incident Location
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Inconsistent Complex Site Representations

Addressed to the main road
• Addressed stacked at entrance to 

Complex (139 addresses)

• No Property polygons

• Incorrect Internal Roads (Unnamed)

• Complex name not in Address

Complex Entrance

Dispatched Location

Incident Location
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Inconsistent Complex Site Representations

Complex Entrance

Dispatched Location

Incident Location

EVERGREEN RETIREMENT VILLAGEAddressed to the main road
• Some addresses placed at property 

location another section not addressed

• No Property polygons

• Internal Roads (Unnamed)

• Complex name in Address
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Inconsistent Complex Site Representations

Complex Entrance

Dispatched Location

Incident Location

SELANDRA RETIREMENT VILLAGEAddressed to the access road
• The complex entrance has address # 5S (all 

others do not have an address number)

• Have Property polygons (No Base property)

• No internal Roads 

• No Complex name in Address
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Inconsistent Complex Site Representations

Complex Entrance

Dispatched Location

Incident Location

BELEURA VILLAGEAddressed to the access road
• All properties are addressed at their site 

location

• No Property polygons 

• Some internal roads  (Northern area 
missing – Existing is Unnamed)

• Complex name populated in Address
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Inconsistent Complex Site Representations

Complex Entrance

Dispatched Location

Incident Location

PENINSULA GRANGEAddressed to the access road
• All addresses are stacked at one location 

(Not the entrance to the complex site)

• No Property polygons 

• Some internal roads  (Northern area 
missing – Existing is Unnamed)

• Complex name  not populated in Address
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Inconsistent Complex Site Representations

Complex Entrance

Dispatched Location

Incident Location

Addressed to the access road
• All addresses are located at property 

site

• Property polygons exist

• Internal roads are not named

• Complex name  not populated in 
Address
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Complex site addressing program - Flyer



Naming features 
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Naming features

- What can be named?

- Link to feature catalogue

Target

� Parks

� Accuracy

� New estates
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Park - Examples



Waterways
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Waterways

� The importance of waterways
� Developers / Council

� ESOs

� How are they captured, held, displayed
� Burrungma Dalga Creek

� Yarra River

� Bunjil Creek

� Waterway naming authorities



Thanks & Questions

Rafe Benli
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